
PERTUSSIS VACCINE TALKING POINTS 

APAP PERTUSSIS TALKING POINTS

 
The Problem of Pertussis in the U

• In spite of childhood vaccination, p
infection in the US. 

• People of any age can get infected with pertussis, but a
pertussis in the US are in 

• There were 18,564 infants under 12 months of age 
between 2000-2006.  Of these
had seizures, and 1% died.  

• Since 2004, every year in the U
pertussis cases with more than 19 deaths

• Infants do not have adequate protection
of vaccine (usually at 6 months old)
the first day of life. 

• In one study, 76% of infant
and 75% of infants with pertussis 
Mothers were the source 32% of the time.  Fathers 
siblings were the source 20% of the time, and grandparents were the source 8% 
of the time.  (Bisgard, K. et al. 
 

The Problem of Pertussis in Arizona
• Arizona’s last large outbreak of pertussis was in 2005.  

1,108 pertussis cases and 1 infant death due to pertussis
• In 2008, Arizona had 218 cases of pertussis and one 
• In 2009, Arizona had 277 cases of pertussis and no deaths.
• In 2010, Arizona had 545
• In 2011, Arizona had 867
• As of 10-6-2012, Arizona had 7
• Identified cases of pertussis represent only a small fraction of people who 

actually are infected with pertussis.
 

Pertussis Vaccination in Children
• Pertussis vaccines have

whereas pertussis vaccines for teenagers and adults
until 2005. 

• The pertussis vaccine that is given to children is called 
against diphtheria, tetanus, and pertussis

• Pertussis vaccination in children involves 3 doses of DTaP in infancy, another 
dose at 12-18 months of age, and a final dose at 4

• Although pertussis vaccines are 
pertussis, sometimes a 
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in the United States 
In spite of childhood vaccination, pertussis (whooping cough) is a common 

People of any age can get infected with pertussis, but almost all the deaths from 
are in infants under 12 months old. 

18,564 infants under 12 months of age in the US with pertussis 
.  Of these, 61% were hospitalized, 13% had pneumonia, 1% 

had seizures, and 1% died.   
Since 2004, every year in the US there has been an average of 3,055 infant 
pertussis cases with more than 19 deaths. 

do not have adequate protection against pertussis until after their 3
of vaccine (usually at 6 months old) so they are at risk for pertussis infection from 

76% of infants with pertussis were infected by a teenager
s with pertussis were infected by family members

the source 32% of the time.  Fathers were source 15% of the time, 
the source 20% of the time, and grandparents were the source 8% 
Bisgard, K. et al. Ped Infect Dis J. 2004;23:985-989). 

The Problem of Pertussis in Arizona 
Arizona’s last large outbreak of pertussis was in 2005.  That year t

cases and 1 infant death due to pertussis. 
In 2008, Arizona had 218 cases of pertussis and one infant death. 

277 cases of pertussis and no deaths. 
45 cases of pertussis and no deaths. 
867 cases of pertussis and no deaths. 

12, Arizona had 773 cases of pertussis and one infant death.
Identified cases of pertussis represent only a small fraction of people who 
actually are infected with pertussis. 

in Children 
ve been given to infants and children since the 1940s

whereas pertussis vaccines for teenagers and adults have not been available 

The pertussis vaccine that is given to children is called DTaP since it protects 
against diphtheria, tetanus, and pertussis. 
Pertussis vaccination in children involves 3 doses of DTaP in infancy, another 

months of age, and a final dose at 4-6 years of age.
ertussis vaccines are very effective in protecting children
sometimes a child who is fully vaccinated can still get pertussis. 

(whooping cough) is a common 

lmost all the deaths from 

with pertussis 
% had pneumonia, 1% 

n average of 3,055 infant 

against pertussis until after their 3rd dose 
so they are at risk for pertussis infection from 

teenager or adult, 
family members.  
source 15% of the time, 

the source 20% of the time, and grandparents were the source 8% 
 

That year there were 

 

cases of pertussis and one infant death. 
Identified cases of pertussis represent only a small fraction of people who 

been given to infants and children since the 1940s, 
have not been available 

DTaP since it protects 

Pertussis vaccination in children involves 3 doses of DTaP in infancy, another 
6 years of age. 

protecting children against 
who is fully vaccinated can still get pertussis.  



PERTUSSIS VACCINE TALKING POINTS 

APAP PERTUSSIS TALKING POINTS

 
Pertussis Vaccination in Teenagers and Adults

• Pertussis infections are 
childhood pertussis vaccines 

• Tdap is a pertussis vaccine for teenagers and adults
2005. 

• In order to be protected against pertussis, teenagers and adults should make 
sure that they have gotten a dose of Tdap.  

• Although 69% of teenagers in the US have 
adults in the US have received Tdap
of infants are not immune to pertussis and 
pertussis infection. 

• Only 20% of health care workers have received a Tdap.  All health care providers 
should receive a dose of Tdap 
 

Who Should Get Vaccinated
• The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends that people 

of all ages should be up
• All health care providers should 
• Pregnant women need a Tdap 

has not previously received a Tdap
trimester of pregnancy, or as soon after delivery as possible.

• Fathers, grandparents, aunts and uncles, babysitters, and all adult and teenage 
contacts of infants should make sure they 

• Children, adolescents, and adults who c
fully vaccinated against pertussis.  Children should have received all the 
recommended DTaP doses.  Adolescents and adults should receive a Tdap.

• There is no minimum period of time required between a tetanus
vaccine and a dose of Tdap.

 
Clinical Manifestations of Pertussis

• Pertussis (whooping cough) is an illness that starts as runny nose and slight
cough.  In between coughing spells, p

• The cough from pertussis 
severe spasms of coughing

• Unless pertussis is treated early, 
sometimes months. 

• Many cases of pertussis are not diagnosed because pertussis is not suspected
Instead, the patient is given 

• A worsening cough with severe coughing spells
between the coughing spells
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Pertussis Vaccination in Teenagers and Adults 
infections are increasing in teenagers and adults, as the immunity from 
pertussis vaccines wears off. 

Tdap is a pertussis vaccine for teenagers and adults that was first licensed in 

In order to be protected against pertussis, teenagers and adults should make 
sure that they have gotten a dose of Tdap.   

69% of teenagers in the US have received Tdap, only about 
have received Tdap.  This means that most adults who take care 

not immune to pertussis and they are putting the baby at risk for 

f health care workers have received a Tdap.  All health care providers 
should receive a dose of Tdap in order to protect their patients. 

Who Should Get Vaccinated 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends that people 

should be up-to-date on their pertussis shots. 
All health care providers should have received a Tdap shot. 
Pregnant women need a Tdap shot to protect their newborn baby.  If 

not previously received a Tdap shot, it can be given to her in the 2
trimester of pregnancy, or as soon after delivery as possible. 
Fathers, grandparents, aunts and uncles, babysitters, and all adult and teenage 
contacts of infants should make sure they have received a Tdap.  
Children, adolescents, and adults who come in contact with an infant should be 
fully vaccinated against pertussis.  Children should have received all the 
recommended DTaP doses.  Adolescents and adults should receive a Tdap.
There is no minimum period of time required between a tetanus-containi
vaccine and a dose of Tdap. 

ertussis 
Pertussis (whooping cough) is an illness that starts as runny nose and slight

In between coughing spells, patients feel fine.  
from pertussis gets increasingly worse over several weeks, leading to 

of coughing. 
Unless pertussis is treated early, the severe coughing lasts for many 

Many cases of pertussis are not diagnosed because pertussis is not suspected
given a diagnosis of asthma, bronchitis, or pneumonia

with severe coughing spells in a patient who feels well in 
between the coughing spells should prompt a suspicion for pertussis.

the immunity from 

that was first licensed in 

In order to be protected against pertussis, teenagers and adults should make 

only about 8% of 
.  This means that most adults who take care 

putting the baby at risk for 

f health care workers have received a Tdap.  All health care providers 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends that people 

.  If a woman 
in the 2nd and 3rd 

Fathers, grandparents, aunts and uncles, babysitters, and all adult and teenage 
 

ome in contact with an infant should be 
fully vaccinated against pertussis.  Children should have received all the 
recommended DTaP doses.  Adolescents and adults should receive a Tdap. 

containing 

Pertussis (whooping cough) is an illness that starts as runny nose and slight.  

gets increasingly worse over several weeks, leading to 

many weeks and 

Many cases of pertussis are not diagnosed because pertussis is not suspected.  
, or pneumonia. 
who feels well in 

should prompt a suspicion for pertussis. 
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Infection Control measures 
• Patients are infectious for 5 days after being started on appropriate antibiotics
• If untreated, patients are infectious for 3 weeks after onset of symptoms
• Providers should use droplet and standard precautions 

coughing patients (a surgical mask
respiratory droplets into eyes)

 
Treatment for pertussis 

• The treatment of choice for pertussis 
azithromycin, clarithromycin or erythromycin.  

• Early antibiotic treatment can shorten the 
• Delayed treatment of pertussis

increase the risk of complications
 
Places to get Tdap Vaccines

• The Arizona Partnership for Immunizations 
information about where to go for shots

• Teenagers can get Tdap through their 
departments can give Tdap without charge to 
are on AHCCCS, or who are Native American/Native Alaskan.
immunize children 6 years or above, but they need a prescription
care provider, and they usually charge cash due to insurance contract issues. 

• Adults may be able to get Tdap through their health care provider.  However, n
all health care providers

• There are additional locations where adults can get Tdap
care provider’s office.  However,
insurance status, so people should call ahead to find out vaccine availability and 
charges.  These locations include:

o Travel or immunization clinics
o County health departments
o Community health centers
o Indian Health Service
o Pharmacies.  Certified pharmacists in Arizona 

adults without a prescription
do not have vaccine contracts with insurance companies, so 
usually has to pay

• The retail cost of Tdap is generally $65
• There are no locations in 

adults.  However, 2-1-1 Arizona is a community information and referral service 
that may be able to help
www.cir.org, or call 2-1

 

  

PERTUSSIS VACCINE TALKING POINTS  

PERTUSSIS TALKING POINTS 10-18-2012 

Infection Control measures for pertussis 
Patients are infectious for 5 days after being started on appropriate antibiotics
If untreated, patients are infectious for 3 weeks after onset of symptoms
Providers should use droplet and standard precautions when examining 

surgical mask, and eye protection to prevent the
respiratory droplets into eyes). 

The treatment of choice for pertussis are antibiotics called macrolide
azithromycin, clarithromycin or erythromycin.   
Early antibiotic treatment can shorten the period of coughing. 

of pertussis will result in prolonged coughing and may 
increase the risk of complications. 

Places to get Tdap Vaccines 
The Arizona Partnership for Immunizations (TAPI) has a site with detailed 

where to go for shots.  www.whyimmunize.org.  
can get Tdap through their health care provider.  County health 

departments can give Tdap without charge to teenagers who are uninsured, who 
are on AHCCCS, or who are Native American/Native Alaskan.  Pharmacies can 
immunize children 6 years or above, but they need a prescription from a health 

, and they usually charge cash due to insurance contract issues. 
Adults may be able to get Tdap through their health care provider.  However, n

health care providers who care for adults carry Tdap in their offices.  
locations where adults can get Tdap besides their health 

care provider’s office.  However, there may be a charge depending on their 
insurance status, so people should call ahead to find out vaccine availability and 
charges.  These locations include: 

Travel or immunization clinics. 
alth departments. 

Community health centers. (www.aachc.org)  
Indian Health Service sites for Native Americans. 

Certified pharmacists in Arizona can give most vaccines 
without a prescription, including Tdap.  However, most pharmacies 

do not have vaccine contracts with insurance companies, so 
usually has to pay cash. Call ahead for insurance and cost questions.

The retail cost of Tdap is generally $65-$70.   
There are no locations in Arizona that routinely offer free Tdap for uninsured 

1 Arizona is a community information and referral service 
that may be able to help people to find low cost or free vaccines.  See 

1-1 in the Phoenix metropolitan area, or 1-877

Patients are infectious for 5 days after being started on appropriate antibiotics. 
If untreated, patients are infectious for 3 weeks after onset of symptoms. 

when examining 
the splash of 

macrolides:  

and may 

has a site with detailed 
 

health care provider.  County health 
who are uninsured, who 

Pharmacies can 
from a health 

, and they usually charge cash due to insurance contract issues.  
Adults may be able to get Tdap through their health care provider.  However, not 

who care for adults carry Tdap in their offices.   
besides their health 

there may be a charge depending on their 
insurance status, so people should call ahead to find out vaccine availability and 

give most vaccines to 
However, most pharmacies 

do not have vaccine contracts with insurance companies, so the adult 
Call ahead for insurance and cost questions.  

offer free Tdap for uninsured 
1 Arizona is a community information and referral service 

.  See 
877-211-8661.  

http://www.whyimmunize.org/
http://www.aachc.org/
http://www.cir.org/
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Resources for Pertussis and Pertussis Vaccines
• Arizona Department of Health Services Information about Pertussis.  

http://www.azdhs.gov/phs/oids/epi/disease/pert/pertussis_g.htm
• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

Cough) Vaccination website 
vac/pertussis/default.htm

• CDC.  Pink Book 12th Edition.  Pertussis.    
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook/downloads/pert.pdf

• CDC.  Recommended Antimicrobial Agents for Treatment and Postexposure 
Prophylaxis of Pertussis, MMWR December 9, 2005  
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/PDF/rr/rr5414.pdf

• CDC.  Preventing Tetanus, Diphtheria, and Pertussis A
of Tetanus Toxoid, Reduced Diphtheria Toxoid and Acellular Pertussis Vaccines, 
MMWR March 24, 2006 

• CDC.  Preventing Tetanus, Diphtheria
Tetanus Toxoid, Reduced Diphtheria Toxoid and Acellular Pertussis Vaccine,  
MMWR December 15, 2006 

• CDC.  Prevention of Pertussis, Tetanus, and Diphtheria Among Pregnant and 
Postpartum Women and Their Infants, MMWR May 30, 2008 
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/PDF/rr/rr5704.pdf

• CDC. Updated Recommendations for Use of Tetanus To
Diphtheria Toxoid and Acellular Pertussis Vaccine (Tdap) in Pregnant 
Women and Persons Who Have or Anticipate Having Close Contact 
with an Infant Aged <12 Months.  
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6041a4.htm

• CDC.  Recommended childhood and adolescent immunization schedule
States 2012.  MMWR February 10, 2012.  
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6105a5.htm?s_cid=mm6105a5
_w 

• CDC.  Updated Recommendations for Use of Tetanus Toxoid, Reduced 
Diptheria Toxoid and Acellular Pertussis (Tdap) from the Ad
Immunization Practices, 2010.  MMWR January 14, 2011.  
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6001a4.htm?s_cid=mm6001a4
_w  

• CDC.  Recommended adult 
MMWR February 3, 2012. 
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6104a9.htm?s_cid=mm6104a9
_w  

• Bisgard KM, Pascual FB, Ehresmann
source? Pediatric Infectious Disease Journal
http://journals.lww.com/pidj/Abstract/2
he_Source_.2.aspx  
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and Pertussis Vaccines 
Arizona Department of Health Services Information about Pertussis.  
http://www.azdhs.gov/phs/oids/epi/disease/pert/pertussis_g.htm  
enters for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).   Pertussis (Whooping 

Cough) Vaccination website http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd-
vac/pertussis/default.htm  

Edition.  Pertussis.    
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook/downloads/pert.pdf  

ed Antimicrobial Agents for Treatment and Postexposure 
Prophylaxis of Pertussis, MMWR December 9, 2005  
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/PDF/rr/rr5414.pdf  
CDC.  Preventing Tetanus, Diphtheria, and Pertussis Among Adolescents: Use 
of Tetanus Toxoid, Reduced Diphtheria Toxoid and Acellular Pertussis Vaccines, 
MMWR March 24, 2006 http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/PDF/rr/rr5503.pdf
CDC.  Preventing Tetanus, Diphtheria, and Pertussis Among Adults: Use of 
Tetanus Toxoid, Reduced Diphtheria Toxoid and Acellular Pertussis Vaccine,  
MMWR December 15, 2006 http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/PDF/rr/rr5517.pdf

ertussis, Tetanus, and Diphtheria Among Pregnant and 
Postpartum Women and Their Infants, MMWR May 30, 2008 
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/PDF/rr/rr5704.pdf  
CDC. Updated Recommendations for Use of Tetanus Toxoid, Reduced 
Diphtheria Toxoid and Acellular Pertussis Vaccine (Tdap) in Pregnant 
Women and Persons Who Have or Anticipate Having Close Contact 
with an Infant Aged <12 Months.  MMWR Oct. 21, 2011 
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6041a4.htm  
CDC.  Recommended childhood and adolescent immunization schedule
States 2012.  MMWR February 10, 2012.  
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6105a5.htm?s_cid=mm6105a5

CDC.  Updated Recommendations for Use of Tetanus Toxoid, Reduced 
Diptheria Toxoid and Acellular Pertussis (Tdap) from the Advisory Committee on 
Immunization Practices, 2010.  MMWR January 14, 2011.  
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6001a4.htm?s_cid=mm6001a4

CDC.  Recommended adult immunization schedule—United States 2012.  
MMWR February 3, 2012. 
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6104a9.htm?s_cid=mm6104a9

Bisgard KM, Pascual FB, Ehresmann KR, et al. Infant pertussis: who was the 
Pediatric Infectious Disease Journal. 2004;23(11):985-989. 

http://journals.lww.com/pidj/Abstract/2004/11000/Infant_Pertussis__Who_Was_t

Arizona Department of Health Services Information about Pertussis.  

Pertussis (Whooping 

ed Antimicrobial Agents for Treatment and Postexposure 

mong Adolescents: Use 
of Tetanus Toxoid, Reduced Diphtheria Toxoid and Acellular Pertussis Vaccines, 

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/PDF/rr/rr5503.pdf  
, and Pertussis Among Adults: Use of 

Tetanus Toxoid, Reduced Diphtheria Toxoid and Acellular Pertussis Vaccine,  
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/PDF/rr/rr5517.pdf  

ertussis, Tetanus, and Diphtheria Among Pregnant and 

xoid, Reduced 
Diphtheria Toxoid and Acellular Pertussis Vaccine (Tdap) in Pregnant 
Women and Persons Who Have or Anticipate Having Close Contact 

CDC.  Recommended childhood and adolescent immunization schedule—United 

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6105a5.htm?s_cid=mm6105a5

CDC.  Updated Recommendations for Use of Tetanus Toxoid, Reduced 
visory Committee on 

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6001a4.htm?s_cid=mm6001a4

United States 2012.  

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6104a9.htm?s_cid=mm6104a9

KR, et al. Infant pertussis: who was the 
989. 

004/11000/Infant_Pertussis__Who_Was_t

http://www.azdhs.gov/phs/oids/epi/disease/pert/pertussis_g.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd-vac/pertussis/default.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd-vac/pertussis/default.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook/downloads/pert.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/PDF/rr/rr5414.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/PDF/rr/rr5503.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/PDF/rr/rr5517.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/PDF/rr/rr5704.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6041a4.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6105a5.htm?s_cid=mm6105a5_w
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http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6001a4.htm?s_cid=mm6001a4_w
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http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6104a9.htm?s_cid=mm6104a9_w
http://journals.lww.com/pidj/Abstract/2004/11000/Infant_Pertussis__Who_Was_the_Source_.2.aspx
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